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Appendix 1: Update from Carlisle and Eden Children in Care 
Council Champion

Children in Care Council Priorities
To Continue to recruit new children and young people to the Children in Care 
Council

To work with the fostering recruitment project to make sure the campaign is realistic 
but attracts good carers

Look at the RESPECT action Plan and find tasks North CiCC can undertake as a 
group
Finalise the Junior version of the Promise in time for the Forum
‘OFSTED SAID’ to address 3 isssues -        

 The Lived Experience of young people being reflected in case notes
•     Recruitment of foster carers
•     Permanence Planning happening quicker for children and young people.

Children in Care Council update October 2017 to April 2018
October 2017 saw the 4th annual Care Awards at Carlisle Racecourse.  It was well 
attended and was a fantastic day, lots of fun was had by everyone.  The young 
people showed the film ‘Listen to me’ that they had made in the summer and this 
was well received. It 
was also shown at the social work conference in October 2017 and at the Family 
Justice Conference in March 2018.

In October 2017 some of the North  CiCC group attended Brathay for an Open 
Space Event to look at children and young people’s views on health.  This was an 
enjoyable event and young people were able to express themselves creatively and 
have fun out on the boats. There were young people from across the county involved 
in these dates.

In November 2017 many of our children and young people who have been engaged 
in CiCC activities met with OFSTED. The OFSTED report reflected the positivity of 
these meetings, the young people are rightly proud of their work.

December 2018 was full of Christmas activities, North  CiCC had their own 
Christmas meal at Nandos and the chairman’s event a Harraby Community Centre in 
Carlisle . The CiCC had a design your own Christmas card competition and the 
winning card was sent out to all our fostering families across the county and to our 
young people living outside Cumbria.

In February 2018 a group of children aged between 9 and 14  from the North and 
South of the county were involved in making the film ‘What life is like for some’.  This 
film was requested by the virtual school to look at what life is like for Children Looked 



After in schools.  Again children and young people got to explore their creative side. 
They made the animations, wrote and performed the music, did the 
filming…everything!!!    This was shown at the Learning Together Conference on the 
27th March 2018 where one of our care leavers also shared his own experience of 
education.

In March 2018 the CiCC Board Game was completed which was made up from 
scenarios that young people gave from CiCC’s across the county.  It was played at 
the Family Justice Conference which was attended by judges, social workers, 
solicitors etc. It was a real success and made people think about what life can be like 
for those who are Looked After.

In March 2018 the North CiCC began their forum consultation with a drop in session. 
From this they have started their ‘OFSTED SAID’ project, which identified 3 key 
points from the OFSTED report that they can work on. The young people in the West 
have decided to join them on this project and the offer will also be put to the young 
people from the South at their next meeting.  The three key points are:

 The Lived Experience of young people being reflected in case notes
 Recruitment of foster carers
 Permanence Planning happening quicker for children and young people.

Care Leavers Forum

 As part of the OFSTED process our care leavers really stepped up and a care 
leavers group was held in the South of the county which was positive.

 In the North of the county young people have been focusing on employment 
and have been working with the apprenticeship team and the university to 
plan some events to promote opportunities.

 Many care leavers county wide are engaged via social media and continue to 
input into consultations etc.

 There is to begin a large consultation on the Care Leavers Offer, work has 
just started on this so more details will follow once available.

 There is a county Care Leavers Forum due to be held on the 18th August 
2018 – venue yet to be confirmed.
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